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do exist at all, are completely and for ever
hidden from our view.

The- Philosophy of the Conditioned, in Mr.
Spencer's First Principles, holds the foremost
place in a supposed disproof and calmly philo-
sophical extirpation of all religious truth. I
agree with Dr. M'Cosh that this use of it is
logically just, though far from the aim of its
distinguished author; that it "prepares the
way for a Nihilist philosophy," and "leaves no
ground from which to repel the attacks of
religious scepticism." If, however, we disclaim
its aid as a treacherous friend, need we fear it
as an open adversary? Are the fundamental
conceptions of Natural Theology, as it affirms,
really self-destructive? May the sceptic rightly
infer, even from reasonings urged by friends of
revealed religion, that " Theism, no less than
Atheism and Pantheism, when rigorously ana-
lysed, proves to be absolutely unthinkable" ?
Arc strong and broad assertions of essential
contradiction in all the main ideas of religious
faith a safe and sure ground, on which to take
our stand as advocates for tho truth and
authority of the Christian revelation ?

Tho main doctrines of the theory are these.
Tho "Unconditioned is tho genus of the Incon-
ceivable, and tho negative of tho Conditioned,